be shaved by moonlight. The moon rises early enough to
serve at this time. If you come in this evening at six o'clock
I will speak to Joshua in the mean time, and have the basin
as bright and shining as a good scouring can make it. The
experiment is curious and I should like to see it tried.
Where Daniel didst thou learn it?' 'I read it/ replied
Daniel, 'in Sir Kenelm Digby's Discourses, and he says it
never fails.'
Accordingly the parties met at the appointed hour.
Mambrino's helmet, when new from the armourer's, or
when furbished for a tournament, was not brighter than Guy
had rendered the inside of the barber's basin. School-
master, Father and Son retired to a place out of observation,
by the side of the river, a wild stream tumbling among the
huge stones which it had brought down from the hills. On
one of these stones sate Daniel the elder, holding the basin
in such an inclination toward the moon that there should be
no shadow in it; Guy directed the boy where to place him-
self so as not to intercept the light, and stood looking com-
placently on, while young Daniel revolved his hands one in
another within the empty basin, as if washing them. CI feel
them cold and clammy, Father !' said the boy. (It was the
beginning of November.) 'Ay,' replied the father, 'that's
the cold moisture of the moon 1' 'Ay 1' echoed the school-
master, and nodded his head in confirmation.
The operation was repeated on the two following nights;
and Daniel would have kept up his son two hours later than
his regular time of rest to continue it on the third if the even-
ing had not set in with clouds and rain. In spite of the
patient's belief that the warts would waste away and were
wasting, (for Prince Hohenlohe could not require more en-
tire faith than was given on this occasion,) no alteration
could be perceived in them at a fortnight's end, Daniel
thought the experiment had failed because it had not been
repeated sufficiently often, nor perhaps continued long
enough. But the Schoolmaster was of opinion that the
cause of failure was in the basin: for that silver being the
lunar metal would by affinity assist the influential virtues of
the moonlight, which finding no such affinity in a naked
metal of baser compounds, might contrariwise have its
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